CHAPTER V
SEAPORTS J    MARITIME  TRADE
THE most important ports from north to south are:
(a)  on the east coast, Gopalpur, Calingapatam, Bimlipatam,
Vizagapatam, Cocanada, Masulipatam, Madras,Pondicherry,
Cuddalore, Karikal, Negapatam, Pamban, and Tuticorin;
(b)  on the west coast, Mangalore, Cannanore, Tellicherry,
Calicut, Cochin, Alleppey, Quilon, and Kolachel.
There is, in South India, no natural harbour to serve as
a haven for ocean-going steamers during stormy weather.
The maritime trade is mainly conducted from open road-
steads, where big ships lie at anchor, sometimes at a distance
of several miles from the shore. On the west coast, the
ports are more or less closed to shipping during the rough
weather of the south-west monsoon.
The oily mud-banks of Alleppey and Narakkal on the
Travancore-Cochin coast afford smooth-water anchorage
for ships during the south-west monsoon, waves passing
over the banks being diminished in height, and lessened in
velocity, Dr W. King was of opinion that the oil in the
mud is derived from the decomposition of organisms, and
a distillation of oil in the subjacent lignitiferous deposits
belonging to the Warkilli strata. Sometimes the mud-bank
of Narakkal is heaped against the shore, and a channel has
to be cut to enable boats to reach the sea. At times the
mud deposits appear out at sea, rising to a height of three
or four feet. It has been shown by Messrs Rohde and